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with quiet optimism. Afterwards, when the Anglo-Russian
Convention was published, he instructed the German Press
to be moderate and practical in its comments, and to accept
the Convention for what it professed to be—a settlement of
Anglo-Russian differences and not a combination inimical
to German interests.
But in reality Germany felt very uneasy^ She feared
that the clauses in regard to Tibet, Afghanistan, and Persia
were not merely an end in-themselves, but rather a means to
an end—the formation of a diplomatic combinationjm the,
part of England, France, and Russia. This Triple Entente
would outmatch tlieTriple Alliance in diplomatic strength
because italy, owing to her hatred and jealousy of Austria
in the Balkans and her desire to stand well with France and
England, would vote with them, rather than with her own
Dallies, as'jiehad don€M5it_ Algeciras.^ The Triple Entente
lowers wouitTalso outmatch the Triple Alliance in economic
resources and in military and naval strength. They would
therefore feel able to block Germany's construction of the
Bagdad Railway, obstruct her industry and commerce, and
thwart her colonial ambitions, wherever these came into
competition with their own. ^IoreoverT in the most inflaiq-
mable subjects, like Alsace-Lorraine, Morocco, the Middle
East, and naval competition, one or other of the Entente
^Powers stood in direct opposition to Germany. The BaF
kans also might easily prove another highly inflammable
subject. If Russia's reconciliation with England should
prove (as it turned out to be the case) the preliminary to a
Russian effort to revive her old aggressive Balkan policy,
and to recover in the Near East the prestige which she had
lost in the Far East, the ally of France would almost in-
evitably come into conflict with the ally of Germany. If a
crisis should arise over any of these questions, Germany,
supported by Austria and perhaps by Italy ? would be likely
to find herself faced by the Triple Entente and its superior

